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SUBJECT: LIBYAN LOANS TO EGYPT AND SYRIA, MORE PREDICTIONS 
OP A SADAT-QADHAPI-AL-ASAD MEETING 

REF: TRIPOLI 1280, 1293 

1. BASHIR RABTI, OF EGYPT-LIB YA-SYRIA "PEDERAL COUNCIL", 

HAS BEEN SPEAKING TO LIBYAN PRESS ABOUT HIS MEETINGS LAST 
WEEK WITH SADAT, AND MEETING HE HAD DEC. 2 WITH QADHAPI. 

RABTI SAID MONEY POR PEDERAL ECONOMIC PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY 
AGREED ON BY THREE PRESIDENTS HAD ACTUALLY BEEN PUT UP BY 
LIBYA, IN PORM OP INTEREST-FREE LOANS COVERING EGYPTIAN 
AND SYRIAN SHARES. THESE PROJECTS INCLUDE "ARAB COMPANIES 
AND CONTRACTING FIRMS, A SEA LINK BETWEEN DAMASCUS (SIC), 
ALEXANDRIA, BENGHAZI, AND TRIPOLI, AND AN ARMS PACTORY". 

2. RABTI SAID AGAIN HE THOUGHT QADHAPI, SADAT, AND AL-ASAD 
WOULD MEET SOON WITHIN PEDERAL CONTEXT; SADAT HAD AGREED TO 
MEETING, HE SAID, AND IT ONLY REMAINED POR AL-ASAD TO DO 

SO. RABTI IS TO SEE AL-ASAD IN DAMASCUS LATER THIS WEEK, 
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3. FEDERAL PROJECTS RABTI IS TALKING ABOUT ARE PROBABLY 
THOSE WHICH SADAT, QADHAEI, AND AL-ASAD AGREED TO LAST 
EEBRUARY, AT TIME OE QADHAETS VISIT TO CAIRO AND HIS 
MELODRAMATIC RECONCILIATION WITH SADAT IN MECCA. QADHAEI 
SEEMS TO WANT TO TURN THE CLOCK BACK TO THOSE HAPPIER 
(EOR QADHAFI) DAYS, WHEN AL-AHRAM WAS PREDICTING THAT 
UNITY TALKS BETWEEN LIBYA AND EGYPT WOULD RESUME, AND TO 
THIS END, IF RABTI IS TO BE BELIEVED, HE HAS EINALLY PUT 
UP THE MONEY HE PROMISED EGYPT AND SYRIA THEN. WE 
WONDER WHAT HE EXPECTS TO GET IN RETURN. WE NOTE THAT 
RCC MEMBER NAJM, NOT ONE OE COUNCIL'S BRIGHTEST LIGHTS 
BUT PRESUMJHLY SOMEONE WITH QADHAEI'S NONE DENCE, WENT 
TO CAIRO NOV. 30. 

STEIN 
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